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Weather based relations on different component of epiphytotic for early

blight of tomato
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Abstract On the basis of three years data it was
concluded that early blight initiates in November from
kharif sown tomato and continued upto April-May in
rabi sown tomato in Gangetic plains. The disease and its
inoculums remain active on different plant parts of tomato
starting from seedling and slowly progressed on leaves,
stem, flower parts and fruits for nearly nine months in
field itself. Kharif and rabi season tomato crop affected
by early blight but maximum disease severity was
recorded (91.3 per cent) in rabi season crop during
March-April. Early blight persists in wide range of
temperature and relative humidity. The maximum
temperature range was 14.0 to 38.0°C and minimum
temperature 6.0 to 21.0.°C while maximum relative
humidity 54-93 percent and minimum relative humidity
20-68 percent prevailed during the disease development.
Multiple regression equation and coefficient of
determination value indicate that the temperature and
relative humidity reflected during the above mentioned
period contribute 84 to 100 per cent in early blight
development. AUDPC of early blight vary from 1095.7
to0 3650.7 and apparent infection rate from 0.005 t0 0.118
in a susceptible variety during epiphytotic period.
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Introduction

Tomato is the most important vegetable crop of India.
The crop is severely affected by early blight
predominantly caused by Alternaria solani. Disease
appeared on all above ground parts of plants particularly
stem, petiole, flowers and fruits (Pandey et al. 2002).
The disease severity was recorded up to 90 per cent in
Indo-Gangetic region of the country (Pandey et al.,
2002). The yield loss of tomato fruit was 78 percent
was recorded at 72 percent disease intensity of A. solani
(Datar and Mayee, 1985). The yield loss in experimental
field was recorded as high as 86 percent in the fungicide
treated crop of tomato (Pandey & Pandey 2003). Lodha
(1977) recorded upto 50 percent losses caused by A.
solani in tomato. Inspite of a lot of work done on the
chemical management of this disease, invariably it was
found ineffective in its economic management. One of
the reasons would be insufficient information in the
epidemiological aspects of the disease. Keinath et al.
(1996) emphasized that TOM-CAST schedule reduced
the number of spray application to 6 compared with 10
at weekly interval and the AUDPC of early blight was
lowest with TOM-CAST schedule while highest with
no fungicide. Some of the workers have studied various
weather factors for disease development of A. solani
(Gupta & Paul 2001, Dragomir 1995, Tong et al. 1994).
However, the quantum of work on this aspect is scanty
on tomato in comparison to potato. The disease progress
curve, referred to as the signature of an epidemic,
represents the integration of all the host, pathogen and
environmental effects during the epidemic (Campbell and
Madden 1990). The natural epidemics of tomato early
blight are strongly influenced by environmental conditions
and severe disease appears every year in India. Hence,
the present study was confined on the epidemiological
aspects of early blight of tomato was undertaken.
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Materials and Methods

Tomato crop was raised during kharif and rabi season
with applying all standard agronomic practices.
However, no fungicidal spray was given in whole
cropping period except need based spray of insecticide
to manage Helicoverpa fruit borer and serpentine leaf
minor. The experiment was carried out in comparatively
large plot size of 200 m?area. Ten plants at each sampling
site were demarcated with three such randomly selected
sites in the field for recording data. Periodical observation
on disease progress of early blight was recorded every
year during disease prevailing period using five-point
rating scale as described by Pandey et al. (2003).
Percent disease index was correlated with major weather
factors viz., maximum temperature, minimum
temperature, mean temperature, maximum RH, mean
RH and minimum RH. Multiple regression equation,
correlation coefficient and coefficient of multiple
determination (R? were calculated as per the standard
statistical formulaY = a + b X, + b, X + b X +bX, +
b X, where Y = Percent disease index, a is intercept/
constant value, b,... b, are regression coefficient of
corresponding independent weather variables, X, ...X,
are independent weathers variables. Area under disease
progress curve (AUDPC) was calculated as described
by Campbell and Madden (1990).

Where, X = Disease index expressed as a proportion at
the ith observation, t = Time (days after planting) at
the ith observations, n = Total number of observations.
Apparent infection rate (r) was calculated as described
by Vander Plank (1963).

where t, = Time (days) during the 1* observation, t, =
Time during the 2 observation, t-t = Time interval
between two observations and subsequently so on, X,
= Disease index value at t, time, x, = Disease index at t,
time. The tagged plants also were observed for site of
infection on stem and fruits which most devastating
phases of early blight in tomato.

Results and Discussion

The tomato grown in kharif season indicated that early
blight incidence started in the month of November. The
severity of early blight was 27.0 per cent to 54 per cent
during November to December. The weather condition
particularly diurnal temperature variation from 9.3 to
29.4°C and relative humidity (RH) from 35 to 88 per
cent was favourable for early blight development in
November-December (46-50 SMW). The disease
severity did not exceed 54per cent (Tablel). However,
the disease prevalent in this period was not a usual feature
of every year. The early blight occurrence is because
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of warm winter where minimum temperature was 9.3-
14.7°C and did not go very low as it usually happens
every year. Tong et al. (1994) reported that A. solani
can grow in vitro at temperature between 23-25°C at
optimal pH of 6-8. The AUDPC value of early blight in
kharif was 1095.5 while apparent infection rate (r value)
varies from 0.1106 to 0.0307. The multiple regression
equation was Y = -274.21 - 6.64X, + 0.39X, + 133.76
X3,-78.17 X, - 237.59 X, and coefficient of multiple
determination (R?' 1.0 mean 100 per cent these five
independent weather variables are contributing for
disease development.

The second year observations on grown in winter season
reveled that early blight initiated in 8 SMW and increased
rapidly in subsequent weeks. The disease progress was
continued uptol3 SMW (82.7%) and reduced slightly
to 78.7 per cent and increased 91.3 per cent in
subsequent days. The most critical period for early blight
epiphytotic was observed from 9% to 14" SMW (Table
2). The AUDPC value was calculated 2402.1 during
this season which indicates high level of disease for
long period. Maximum ‘r” was 0.1182 during 8-9 SMW
while lowest 0.0049 in 11-12 SMW. The reduction in
disease severity from 82.7 per cent in 13 SMW to 78.7
per cent in 14 SMW and later on, increased to 91.3 per
cent in 16 SMW was observed. The negative infection
rate (-0.028) indicated decline of disease severity in that
particular period due to defoliation. In favourable
weather, early blight develops very quickly in natural
epidemics and infected leaves quickly defoliate. The
defoliation led to fewer intact leaves on plant for
recording observation. Subsequently new leaves are
emerging after leaf losses. In this case, many new leaves
lower down the disease scoring as compared to previous
observations resulting lower PDI value. This
phenomenon is resulting negative infection rate as well
as two pecks in disease progress curve. Double sigmoid
disease progress curve of early blight in whole cropping
season of tomato was reported by Pandey et al. (2003).
The diurnal temperature variation was quite high and
recorded 10.4 to 34.7°C. Similarly the extreme variation
in RH was also recorded from 20-80 per cent. However,
18-25°C diurnal temperature and 95-100 per cent RH
for 48 his required to get infection in artificial inoculation
condition (Pandey et al., 2003). Present findings clearly
indicate that early blight disease progress persists in wide
range of temperature and RH. Wide range of adaptability
by the pathogen may be due to existence of several
variants/races as significant variability was observed in
cultural, morphological and pathogenic characters of
different isolates of A. solani. Multiple regression
equation of early blight for rabi season tomato during
2003 developed as Y =-139.24 + 11.53 X - 10.39 X, +
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Tablel: Periodical disease progress of early blight in relation to different weather factors during kharif 2002
Factors Cor. Cof. 46 SMW 47 SMW 48 SMW 49 SMW 50 SMW
Max.temp. 0.80 28.3 29.4 27.2 26.2 25.3
Min.temp. -0.68 147 13.3 10.6 10.0 9.3
Mean temp. -0.40 21.5 21.4 18.9 18.1 17.3
Max. RH* -0.90 86.0 84.0 85.0 88.0 88.0
Min. RH* -0.91 47.0 38.0 35.0 35.0 36.0
Mean RH* -0.93 66.5 61.0 60.0 61.5 62.0
Sunshine (hr.) -0.44 75 8.6 8.2 7.7 7.4
PDI - 27.0 32.0 36.0 48.0 54.0
Infection rate (r) - - 0.0149 0.0110 0.0307 0.0149
Table 2: Periodical disease progress of early blight in relation to different weather factors during winter 2003
Factors Cor. 8 SMW 8 SMW 9 SMW 10SMwW 11 12 13SMW 14 SMW 16 SMW
Coef. SMW  SMW
Max. temp. 0.79* 25.2 30.4 24.8 29.7 318 318 318 34.7 375
Min. temp. 0.60 13.8 17.0 104 15.6 16.8 16.8 16.8 20.2 20.7
Mean temp. 0.71* 195 23.7 17.6 22.6 24.1 24.1 24.1 275 29.1
Max. RH 0.10 88.7 80.0 60.0 82.0 77.0 77.0 77.0 61.0 54.0
Min. RH -0.71* 58.0 47.0 29.0 52.0 37.0 37.0 37.0 24.0 20.0
Mean RH -0.66 72.5 63.5 44.5 67.0 55.5 55.5 55.5 42.5 37.0
PDI - 21.33 44.0 56.0 72.7 747 76.7 82.7 78.7 91.3
Inf. rate (r) - - 0.118 0.021 0.080 0.005 0.024 0.0810 -0.028 0.021
Table 3: Disease progress of early blight in relation to weather factors in early rabi during 2004
Factors Cor. 48 50 52 2SMW 4SMW 4SMW 7SMW 8 SMW 9 SMW 10 11
Coef. SMW SMW  SMW SMW  SMW
Max. temp. 0.47 27.3 26.2 21.9 13.8 20.0 20.6 23.7 27.6 29.9 29.6 29.6
Min. temp. 0.73* 9.5 11.6 9.8 7.7 5.7 7.1 12.3 13.8 174 15.9 14.8
Mean temp. 0.61 18.4 18.9 15.8 10.7 12.8 13.8 18.0 20.7 23.6 22.7 22.2
Max. RH -0.70 93.0 87.5 88.5 93.0 87.5 93.0 85.0 88.0 86.0 80.5 75.0
Min. RH -0.46 58.5 44.0 54.5 78.0 67.5 75.0 54.0 46.0 38.0 42.0 39.0
Mean RH -0.51 75.7 64.2 715 85.5 775 84.0 69.5 67.0 62.0 61.3 57.0
PDI - 4.16 125 145 175 21.8 37.3 55.5 71.6 79.3 89.3 85.6
r-value - - 0.039 0.074 0.009 0.011 0.066 0.016 0.034 0.026 0.084 -0.032

0.40 X, - 0.19 X, _ . coefficient of determination (R?
0.90 value implies that 90 per cent variation in the disease
development was due to all these four weather factors.
Multiple regressions revealed that independent variable
such as minimum temperature and minimum RH
contributed significantly for disease.

The third year meteorological data and early blight relation
during rabi sown tomato revealed that the disease
initiated in 48 SMW with 4.16per cent disease severity
and slowly progressed to 32.3 per cent by the end of 4
SMW but abruptly increased to 55.5 per cent in 7 SMW

followed by 89.3 per cent in the 10" SMW (Table 3).
During this period, maximum temperature varied from
20.6 to 29.9°C and minimum temperature 7.5 to 17.4°C
while maximum RH varied from 75 to 93 per cent. The
occurrence and development of disease are favoured
by 20-25°C, RH 90 per cent and the presence of water
droplets on plants for >2 h/d (Dragomir 1995). It was
also clear from table-2 & 3 that fruit rot a most
destructive phase of early blight was very high during
the prevailing weathers of March-April. Gupta and Paul
(2001) reported availability of abundant moisture during
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the growth period followed by warm and dry weather
conditions are most conducive for early blight
development of potato. Apart from the congenial weather
factors, maturity of the crop during this period is another
reason for maximum disease severity. Degree of
susceptibility to A. solani infection under artificial
inoculation conditions increases with the age of tomato
plant (Pandey et al. 2003). The AUDPC value of early
blight was high in this season (3650.7). The ‘r’ value
varies from 0.0097 to 0.0845 and the negative ‘r’ was
observed in the end of cropping season. Once the
pathogen reaches its maximum infection level, the r-
value may decrease or remain constant as disease
progresses because green leaf area is not available for
spread of the pathogen (Pandey et al. 2003). High value
of AUDPC depends on the long time taken from disease
initiation to reach maximum disease severity as indicated
in tabale-3. Multiple regression equation of early blight
for rabi season tomato during 2003 was as Y = 101.70
+2.79 X, + 9.81 X, - 4.64 X, + 3.07 X, , coefficient
of determination (R? value 0.84 implies that 84 per cent
variation in the early blight development was significantly
explained by the four variables. The seed borne infection
of Alternaria was recorded 20 to100 per cent in
harvested seeds from infected fruits. Early blight of
tomato survives in seed as seed borne and in the soil as
fallen fruits and buried crop debris.

RINE

A= gt & 3Mpel B MR R I8 s Npett f 777 &
HeT 9T H THICR # WRI% g H AaRR U4 41 Fkg A
MA—¥E & FHT ST AT IR BT & I 3R I
PHRE Wd H W 9 7EH & forg THReR & Aie ol & vy
& o & A= 9 7 &R uwhl, I, B ok el W R
faprr @var <Ear B SR gerd gRT W% U9 I Qg
B THICR el JHIfad Bl & URg SIfEraH 0T & s
At & SR I g B B H G (91.3) Wfrerd
3T | 3TN o ge< o &1 a9 gd |wfad T H
fawra oxar g1 I e & IRE AfmaH g Sof
14.0 ¥ 380 & 9 Afewga iR fw=raw am sioft 60 &
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210 &N Afcqad o Safd ifdmas Awfd 0 54—93
yfirerd &R =ATH FRfd T 20—68 Hfcrerd gdetan of |
T8l SR FHIHROT AR oriep 1 (e e ueRRia wear
2 f& am &R wwfad T4 § wmEkda orih gera e
H 84 ¥ 100 U ANTEH & SR &RaT & | AUDPC &
ST e 1095.7 ¥ 3650.7 & §1d Ud T WY A HHAOT
3T 0005 ¥ 0.118 TP 3fd Ha-elel fet # o |
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